

WITHDRAWN 3/25/14


Introduced by Council Member Daniels: 
RESOLUTION 2014-79-W
A RESOLUTION ENCOURAGING THE MAYOR TO RESOLVE THE SOLID WASTE TIPPING FEE ISSUE BETWEEN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AND THE CITIES OF ATLANTIC BEACH AND NEPTUNE BEACH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in 1981, as a settlement of certain differences among the Cities of Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach, Jacksonville Beach and the Town of Baldwin, the City of Jacksonville entered into an Interlocal Agreement pursuant to Resolution 81-1072-403 (1982 Agreement) which provided, among other things, that those cities had the right and privilege of depositing their garbage and refuse in the City of Jacksonville’s sanitary landfill operation “free of any and all charges whatsoever”; and

WHEREAS, through Resolution 95-944-256, the City Council of Jacksonville authorized the City of Jacksonville to enter into an amendment to the 1982 Agreement with the City of Atlantic Beach to resolve litigation concerning the 1982 Agreement and in that amendment those parties agreed that the City of Jacksonville would continue to provide free landfill disposal of garbage and refuse to the City of Atlantic Beach residential premises as outlined in the 1982 Agreement (the Atlantic Beach Amendment); provided however, the parties agreed that if at any time in the future, Jacksonville imposed an uniform solid waste processing and disposal fee against residential premises in Jacksonville, the Atlantic Beach premises would also be required to pay the processing and disposal fees as long as the Atlantic Beach premises utilized City of Jacksonville processing and disposal services; and

WHEREAS, by authorization of Resolution 97-11143-A, the City of Jacksonville also entered into an amendment to the 1982 Agreement with Neptune Beach (the Neptune Beach Amendment), which clarified the governmental relationship with Neptune Beach, and included a similar provision that should the City of Jacksonville impose uniform solid waste processing and disposal fees against residential premises within the City of Jacksonville, then Jacksonville would no longer provide Neptune Beach “with free landfill disposal” services; and 


WHEREAS, thereafter, the City of Jacksonville adopted Ordinance 2007-837-E, which in pertinent part, established a solid waste service fee for collecting, processing, disposing, recycling and composting of residential solid waste, triggering the termination of free landfill services to the Cities of Atlantic Beach and Neptune Beach, under the Atlantic Beach Amendment and the Neptune Beach Amendment to the 1982 Agreement; and  

WHEREAS, since 2007, the City of Jacksonville has continued to provide landfill and disposal services to the Cities of Atlantic Beach and Neptune Beach, at no cost to them; and 

WHEREAS, the free disposal of waste into Trail Ridge landfill with no charge for “tipping fees” (the solid waste tipping fee issue), has been a long debated issue that has persisted without resolution; and

WHEREAS, countless hours have been devoted to the solid waste tipping fee issue; and


WHEREAS, the City Council Solid Waste Special Committee discussed the solid waste tipping fee topic at several of its meetings from October 2012 until May 2013; and 
 


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville and the Cities of Atlantic and Neptune Beach remain at an impasse on the issue; and


WHEREAS, amounts due and owing to the City of Jacksonville for landfill disposal fees since the enactment of an uniform solid waste fee continue to accumulate; and
WHEREAS, the Council believes it prudent to approach the impasse by first reaching agreement on the payment of landfill disposal fees with the Cities of Atlantic Beach and Neptune Beach from this point moving forward to capture disposal fees which would will occur in the future; and 

WHEREAS, the Council further finds that upon finding resolution to the future payment of disposal fees for the Cities of Atlantic Beach and Neptune Beach, the City of Jacksonville would be in a better position to resolve the outstanding amounts due and owing to the City of Jacksonville; and  

WHEREAS,
the Mayor, as the leader of Jacksonville, would be the natural person to bring everyone together to resolve the issue for the mutual benefit of the City of Jacksonville and the Cities of Atlantic and Neptune Beach; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Urging the Mayor to resolve the Tipping Fee Issue. The City Council urges the Mayor to resolve the solid waste tipping fee issue between the City of Jacksonville and the Cities of Atlantic Beach and Neptune Beach.  The Council recommends a bifurcated approach to the settlement so that first the parties address the amount of disposal fees which should be paid by Atlantic Beach and Neptune Beach, and then upon resolution of that aspect, the parties should then consider the issue of the past-due disposal fees and a structure for repayment of those past-due amounts.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Paige H. Johnston
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